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ABSTRACT

Environment has supported and maintained life athesince several decades and will continue theesam
future also. But the existence of environment itufe without degradation is possible only througistainable
development. That means sustainable developmentasicept which refers to the process of socio-@windevelopment
through the judicious utilization of the naturaboerces, keeping in mind the needs of future géioesa There are
various reasons for environmental degradation adhdfathem can be solved and the complete protactd the

environment can be ensured through massive pubbcemess programs and public participation.

So this paper is looking on the different strategidopted through various legislations for an ¢iffegrotection
of environment. The strategies also may adopt tiitdndigenous community knowledge, technology athdpéing new
innovative practices in everyday life. Moreover,dam science also has contributed to the sustarddlelopment. The
harmful effects of industrialization, different mexl of pollution and deforestation etc. can be medagith help of
modern technology. Therefore strong participationd gartnership of government, industry, funding reigs, non-

governmental organizations research and developanergssential in this regard.

Nowadays there are several voluntary agenciesdia lto encourage the people to maintain a collecense of
sustainable development and empowerment and to rdkroartain rights for their upliftment. As the HarSummit
emphasized, the active participation of the NGQsthias purpose will generate cooperation betweesplgeat the grass
root level in policy making for the sustainable \gth. At lasts the paper discussing the importantc&rvironmental

Impact Assessment before initiating any projectolths prejudicial to environment.

KEYWORDS: Environment, Sustainable Development, Public Pigaton and Awareness, NGOs, MoEF, Community

Knowledge, Innovative Practice, Environmental Intpassessment
INTRODUCTION

“We are caught in an inseparable network of mutiyalitied in a single garment of destiny. All life i

interrelated”
Dr. Martin Luther King Junior

The 1972 United Nations Conference on the HumarirBnment declared that "man's environment, the raatu
and the man-made, are essential to his well-beidgathe enjoyment of basic human rights--everritg to life itself."
For the very existence and sustenance of life antidalthy, safe and quality living, there shoudhygienic, natural and
quality environment. So it is very essential toger@e and protect the environment from degradatiarder to preserve

the natural resources, maintain the ecologicalnzaland to protect the right to life of human being
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CAUSES OF ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION

The increased economical and social activities tduscientific development, industrialization andbamization
etc. on one hand have improved the living standérdan but on the other hand, have brought enviemtat degradation.
As far as India is concerned, the ancient Indiaflization was emerged and developed in relationivters. India’s river
system once was symbols of purity and life are fmw receptacles of sewage and toxic waste leattirigss of marine
ecology, incidence of disease and death. Indiagrgicarry five percent of the world’s river water ffive percent of all
the sediments that go to the ocean. Besides, cofisin of barrages, dams and canals have dragtivatldown the water

flows with disastrous consequences.
The reasons for environmental degradation can belyrdivided into two.
e Social degradation and
e Economic degradation.

The social degradations include sewage- water fiatiu solid-waste pollution, usage of chemical ifexrs,
pesticides and insecticides in agriculture, poostamanagement, poor sanitation, poverty and uddgelopment,

illiteracy, nuclear weapons testing etc.
Whereas economic degradation can be treated asaimereasons for environmental deterioration. Téey-
e Population growth
* Industrialization
+ Deforestation
* Urbanization
»  Agricultural development
» Science and technology
* Quarrying
* Mining
e Stone crushing
* Relocation of hazardous/noxious industries etc.
Environment Problems as Source of Social and Polital Conflict and Violence

The environmental degradation and its impact onpfgeespecially those affected have already trattet,
therefore, not surprising that all most all the @lepmental / industrial ventures, be in the publién private sectors, are
met with stiff resistance. As for example the cowérsies over Sardar Sarovar Dam on Narmada, tnéafaRailways,
the East-Coast Road, the Tehri Dam and more rgcewdr TATA’s proposed steel venture in Gopalpuris€a intensive
shrimp farming along the entire coast, Enron pitojedMaharashtra etc. are but expressions of conagainst possible
deleterious impact on ecology and against dislopatiThe protests also emphasize that all developm®jects must

incorporate environmental and social concernsérptiocess of planning design and implementation.
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It is a fact that community objections to developingr policies that affect ecology or bio-diversitse essentially
expressions of concern for livelihood. The processjertheless, helps preservation of precious alatesources. The

problems of displacement, rehabilitation and résmttnt are another major concern here.

The regulatory agencies of the Government aregilligped to fight against pollution and other enmireental
problems. They are not involved in making industgalicy and they are both numerically and techifycanable to

enforce the laws against such environmental defjoada
INTERNATIONAL MEASURES

In the 1970s, it was realized that there were ténd growth’ of natural resources. If growth contd unbridled
at the then existing rates, it would exhaust thatéid stock of natural resources of the earth, whidl then limit the
carrying capacity of the environment and marked gtobal threat. So international community hapoesed to this fact
and environmental protection and sustainable dewedmt concerns got high priority on the internagloagenda. On
various occasions the highest officials of Statadigpated in international conferences on envinental protection and
development. The problems like ozone depletionbaglavarming, hazardous waste, atmospheric and mgratiution,
conservation of natural resources, wildlife, biesity, wetlands etc. have been identified andoseridiscussions were
held for a workable solution. This resulted in atiftogp more than 200 multilateral agreements dealiiidy different

environmental problems.
The term sustainable development was first used in
«  Cocoyoc Declaratidhthen in
«  The Stockholm Declaratién where the concept was given much importance.
»  World Conservation Strategy of 1980.
«  South Pacific Commission 1980
*  World Charter for nation 1982
* ASEAN Agreement 1985
e World Commission of Environment and Development7.98
e Brundtland Commission Report 1987
+ Rio Declaration 1992
» Earth Summit Plus Five 1997

«  Kyoto conference (World Climate Conferertice)

Global Environmental Facility 1998 etc.

! Cocoyoc Declaration on Environment and DevelopmE9it0

2 Stockholm Declaration in 1972

% The concept was also recognized by the Generalmisly of UNO at the same time.
* Rio Declaration on Environment and Development2{B@rth summit 1992)

® Kyoto Conference and Pact on Global Warming 1997
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Thus in International levels so many conventiongclBrations and strategies were adopted to prdbect
environment through sustainable development. A ldgveent process that needs to be in harmony watetivironment
ultimately demands a new culture. Precautionarpgiples and polluter pays principles are the cbaotion of these

measures which is very beneficial to the environmen
INITIATIVES IN THE NATIONAL LEVEL

India is one of the few countries of the world wdhdahe term “environment” finds special mention et
Constitution itself. Even though right to environmhés not guaranteed as a fundamental right, itimed the status of such
a right through the extension and interpretatiorRafht to Life. Through various judicial pronouncents, the higher

judiciary in India several times reiterated theipos. There is also lot of Environmental legistats in India.

The National Committee on Environmental Planning &voordination (NCEPC), set up in 1972, which was
earlier the apex advisory board relating to issaésnvironmental protection. In 1980, a separatgddenent of
Environment was constituted with a mandate to glammote and coordinate programs relating to théremment. A full-
fledged Ministry of Environment and Forests wasietished in 1985 to look after environmental protet measures at
the national level. The functions of MoEF includevieonmental policy formulation, implementation efivironmental
legislations, monitoring and control of pollutionsco development, environmental research, traimind awareness,

wildlife protection, forest conservation etc.
Various other bodies like
e Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
e National Environment Appellate Authority (NEAA)
* National Biodiversity Authority
»  Zoological Survey of India (ZSI)
» Botanical Garden of India (BSI)
* Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM)
e Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy (IGNFA)
» Forest Research Institute (FRI)
« Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
* Indian Council of Forestry Research and EducatiGiRE)

* National Environmental Engineering Research In&i{lNEERI) etc. are some environmental institutitgaling

with environment and policy making process for efifee measures.
INDIAN JUDICIARY AND ENVIRONMENT

Environmental deterioration could endanger lifprdsent and future generations. Therefore, the tiglife has
been used in a diversified manner in India. Itudels the right to survive as a species, qualitifefthe right to live with

dignity and the right to livelihood. In India, thigas been expressly recognized as a constitutiggtatl The only silver
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lining in the entire gamut of environmental legisla and enforcement has been the initiative amdtal role taken up by

the Courts in India especially the Supreme Couthdia in laying down foundation of environmentatigprudence.

In a series of cases brought through public intdittgations the Courts have taken upon themsethiestask of
expanding the article 21 of the Indian Constitutlninterpreting that right to Life includes Rigttt live in a healthy
environment. The judgment of the Andhra PradeshhH@purt in Damodar Rao v. S.O. Municipal Corponmatio
Hyderabad, the Court ruled that the enjoymentfefdind its attainments and fulfillment guarantegdhe Article 21 of the
Constitution embraces the protection and presemwaif natures gifts without which life cannot bgoyed. The slow
poisoning caused by environmental pollution shalkb be regarded as violation of Article 21. Expagdn the idea
further , The Supreme Court of India in a casedspect of quarries in Dehradun observed that prasen of the
environment and keeping the ecological balancefeci&d is a task which not only Governments bub &gery citizen
must undertake . It is also the social obligatiod avery citizen is reminded that it is his fundataéduty as enshrined in
Article 51 A (g) of the Constitution.

In M.C. Mehta vs. Union of India involving gas leakDelhi the Supreme Court not only widened thepscof
Article 21 by including in it the protection of eémenment but also created a liability in tort ftbilose harmed by pollution.
It laid down the principle that industry carryingzardous and inherently dangerous activities tteaaidhreat to security of
those living around it owed a strict and absoligbility and non-delegable duty to the communityetasure that no
accident of occur. If accidents do occur the emiegphas an absolute liability to compensate traffected by it. The

social cost for carrying on such hazardous actisifor profit is a legal presumption that the irtdpsvill compensate.

In Environmental Awareness case, 1992 the SupremertGssued directions for imparting environmental
education and awareness in the country. This winaldde measures such as making environment a dsorgwsubject in

schools, introducing environment as a subject imargities, ensuring programs on environment cevislon and radio.

In Delhi Vehicular Pollution case, 1994 the Supre@oairt issued directions for the Union Governmentdntrol

vehicular pollution.

C. P. Mukthi Sangarsh Samiti v. State of U. P.,AL@another case where the Supreme Court reitbthte
every citizen has a fundamental right to enjoy ality of life. So the presumption is that, judicisechanism is very
strong in India in Environmental matters while Egiive and executive machineries are not that ncapiable in handling

the real environmental problems.
SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Sustainability can be adopted through several nasthBublic participation is a very effective weaporthis
regard. So awareness programs and exploitatiomeoktowledge of indigenous people etc. should gal ia hand. Some

of the strategies are:-
e Community Knowledge
e Harness Technology
* Innovative Practices

» Cooperation and Partnership etc.
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Community knowledge refers to the combined tradaloand scientific knowledge. It is known that ftachal
knowledge is sustainable as it has evolved afteugands of years of observation and experiences iBha form of
knowledge that interlinks and establishes a holisslationship between man and nature. Althoughetlage certain
disadvantages, the importance of scientific knogéednd the development brought out through suckviauge could not
be avoided. So it development is essential to fémtaipolicies for sustainable development with¢beperation between
scientists and holders of traditional knowledge alshinclude local people and indigenous people. efsimg technology
is the term used to denote that, the technologiesn if detrimental itself should be modified anged for the
developmental process in a sustainable way. Inrakgeuntries the trends of manufacturing are sigffrom standardized
products and processes towards sustainable, bobstii more flexible processes. Moreover recycling acuse of
materials are methods by which energy and resowane$e saved considerably. Innovation in the fidldiotechnology,

agro forestry and ethno forestry is another impureantribution for sustainable development.

Agro forestry or social forestry is a practice whdrees and agricultural crops are grown togetheis an
integrated tree based land use system in which svaoel deliberately mixed with agricultural, horttawal, pastoral crops

and animal husbandry in the same unit of land whithmaximizes the production capacity of land.

Whereas in ethno forestry, the creation, consamatnanagement and utilization of forests by trmalitribal
people through traditional practices and folk Hsli¢t involves the local knowledge for sustainafeieestry and livelihood.
The integration of this local knowledge and modéearning has become essential for sustainable oewent.
Implementation of such innovative but traditiondéas at the community and group level requiresgtand voluntary

participation of the people.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT IN INDIA

ElA is an exercise to be carried out before anygatoor major activity is undertaken to ensure ihatill not in
any way harm the environment on a short term og lterm basis. Any developmental endeavor requictésonly the
analysis of the need of such a project, the mopetasts and benefits involved but most importahtrequires a
consideration and detailed assessment of the effieat proposed development on the environment. dihgronment
impact process was introduced with the purposel@ftifying /evaluating the potential beneficial aamtiverse impacts of
development projects on the environment, takingpiaccount environmental, social, cultural and fetst considerations.
All of these considerations are critical to detarenthe viability of a project and to decide if aject should be granted
environmental clearance. An EIA concentrate on lgmol, conflicts and natural resource constraintghvimight affect
the viability of a project. It also predicts howetbroject could harm to people, their homelandy tiveelihoods, and the
other nearby developmental activities. After prédi potential impacts, the EIA identifies measutesminimize the

impacts and suggests ways to improve the projedility®.

® ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT PROCESS IN INDIA
AND THE DRAWBACKS

Prepared by —

Environment Conservation Team
(Aruna Murthy, Himansu Sekhar Patra)
September 2005

Vasundhara, 15, Sahid Nagar
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was forméd USA during 1970. This was the basis for the
development of a mechanism which came to be knaxEn@ironmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Principleof the Rio

declaration states that —

“ElA as a national instrument shall be undertakentfie proposed activities that are likely to havwgngicant

adverse impact on the environment and are subjeatdecision of a competent national authorfty”

In India a major legislative measures for the pegof environmental clearance was in 1994 whenifgpec
notification was issued under section 3 and ruté the environment protection Act, 1986 called tBavironment impact

Assessment Notification 1994".

The first step in seeking environmental clearanme & development project is to determine what siayu
legislations apply to the particular project. TheDEF (Ministry of Environment and Forest) has brdught several
notifications restricting the development of indiest in specified ecologically sensitive areas.iEmmental clearance for
development projects can be obtained either adttite level or at the central level depending otagecriteria concerning
the characteristics of the project. And Schedulef the Notification listed around 30 projects reging environmental
clearance from the Central Government. Actually tiification is environmental friendly and havirdjfferent

advantages, whereas certain drawbacks also canifitegh out here.
DRAW BACKS IN THE INDIAN SYSTEM

Even though some of the industrial set ups doreqtire EIA as per the statutory norms, they migkblve
certain technological processes which could be hdrto the environment, as a result of which suohiséed industries
could have potential impacts on the environment amgbublic health. Exempting industries from thé Eéquirements
based on the investment value of specific projisct®t acceptable. There are no specific studiedweted till now which
demonstrate that environmental impacts are alwag@nisequential for projects under a given valuis. & well established

fact that the small scale industries are contnitguthore pollution with respect to the major indystr

To clear a project, the developer may be requioaghtiertake a preliminary Assessment. This invostdfcient
research, review of available data and expert adincorder to identify the key impactd the project on the local
environment, predict the extent of the impaantsl briefly evaluate their importante decision makers. The preliminary
assessment can be used to assist early projectipgaand it can serve as an early warning to th®wse environmental

problems that the project may cause.
Schedule — 11l of the EIA Notification provides ftire composition of the expert committees.

It is being found that the team formed for conchgtEl A studies is lacking the expertise in varifiefds such as
Anthropologists and Social Scientists (to studydbeial impact of the project) or even wild lifepexts. Moreover there is
a lack of exhaustive ecological and socio-econdndecators for impact assessment. Public commemtat taken into
account at the early stage, which often leads tdlico at the later stage of project clearance.réhs always a lack of
reliable data sources. The secondary data is alswefiable. The data collectors do not pay respedhe indigenous

knowledge of local people. The credibility of theénpary data collected by the data collectors istuful.

Bhubaneshwar — 751 007
" The role for EIA was formally recognized at theteaummit held at Rio conference in 1992.
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Last but not least, one of the biggest concernis thié environmental clearance process is relatéiuetquality of
EIA report that is being carried out. The repors generally incomplete and provided with falsead&iA reports ignore
several aspects while carrying out assessmentsignificant information is found to omit. Many El#port are based on
single season data and are not adequate to detewhiether environmental clearance should be graatiédhis makes

the entire exercise contrary to the very intentbilA.

CONCLUSIONS

Though the judicial process is fast emerging asngportant forum to seek remedial justice in Indgaiast
environmentally hazardous activity there is needuolve an enlightened public opinion. Initiativeaohandful of public
spirited concerned individuals and groups and ahfal judiciary might have shaken the Governmentrfrapathy in
implementing the laws while its own agencies sl&uit the fact remains that legal and bureaucratams cannot bring
permanent solutions to human problems. Commundgritives in dealing with environmental problems oy represent
the best of democratic traditions in India but asggest the direction that Government policy ouglttecide how best to
use and conserve the natural resources . In thitexithe right to access to environmental infoiaratvill come under

the category of fundamental human rights

In the ultimate analysis, unless there is partnprglith the public, none of the objectives of dephent will be
fulfilled. A Government will be environment consa®to the same degree as its people. It is peoplelt or concerns
that alone will ensure the country’s environmerdatvival. The greater the partnership between thepje and the
government, the greater will be the chances tamaile development. China established Great GAgahProject (trees
were planted in 9 million acres) to save the couritom environmental problems with the help, co@pien and
contribution of local people. This can be treatedilee most important public interference in envinemtal protection.

African countries also engaged in similar actigtie save their country from desertification.
REFERENCES
1. Environmental Impact assessment notification, 1994.
2. Changing Dimensions of Indian Environmental Law &elakrishnan (ed.), Luck now: Eastern Book Co92)9

3. Kohli, K, Menon, M, 2005. Eleven years of the eomimental impact assessment notification, 1994, how

effective has it been? kalpavrikswa environmentéiba group.

4. Dubey, S, Newnes, D, 2003. Green democracy peopdgticipation in environmental decision making,

environmental justice initiative.

5. Clark, B.D, Gilard, A, Bisset, R. and Tomlinson, F884. Perspectives on environmental impact assgsm

Reidel publishing company, Holland.
6. The Hindu Survey of the environment,2005, pg 91-97
7. Anjaneyulu, Y. Environment impact assessment metluaies, B .S. P.B.S publication, 2002

8. Deshpande V.A.& Goyal, S.K. Environment impact enadion in EIA studies: A new approach ,IJEP 18 (11)

8 Svitlana Kravchenko,I$ Access to Environmental Information a fundamigtanan rights?”electronic copy available
at: http//ssrn. com/abstract=1657118

Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 — Articles can be semd editor.bestjournals@gmail.com



Inclusive Growth of Environment Through SustainableDevelopment 99

824-829
9. ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS IN INDIA ANDHE DRAWBACKS
Prepared by Environment Conservation Team(Aruna Murthy, Himansu Sekhar Patra)

10. Svitlana Kravchenko,” Is Access to Environmentdbtmation a fundamental human rights™?. Electroriopy
available atttp://ssrn.com/abstract=16571¢8ited on 19/07/2012

11. http://www.foei.org/en/get-involved/take-action/si@rity-work/environmental-rights-are-human-righisited on
19/07/2012

12. http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/the-environmentehuman-rights-the-international-
community%E2%80%99s-responsessited on 20/07/2012

13. Development, displacement and rehabilitation; edlitalter Ferrnades, E. Ganguly Thakural, Idian Socia

Institute.
14. Energy choices for the future; Prof. A.N. Reddyiém Institute of science.

15. M.S. Swaminathan Equitable Development: Focus-dsusble growth Hindu survey of environment [H § E
1992

16. Bio-Diversity; Time For Bold Steps, Madhav GaddllS E - 1992
17. Peoples’ Movement; Evolving A New Philosophy; KalpsSharma , H S E -1992
18. Environmental Cases; What The Judiciary Can DoG.Mlehta, H S E - 1992

19. Peoples’ Participation In Social Forestry - A Hé#ed In India; Jiyalal Gupta & J.P. Jadav; Kurulshe Dec.
1994

20. India Today Series On Poisioning Of India; Dec-1996June- 1997
21. State Of India’s Environment; A Citizen’'s Reporer@er For Science & Environment

22. Forest Policy & Tribal Development; Problems of lempentation, Ecology & Exploitation; Gopa Joshiglibm
Social Institute.

Impact Factor (JCC): 1.9287- This article can be danloaded fromwww.bestjournals.in






